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RELATIVE TERRORISM RISK PROFILE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
REGION 

 
April 22, 2004 

 
AIR Worldwide Corporation (AIR) has conducted a terrorism risk assessment to compare 
potential insured losses from terrorism in regions across the United States. The analysis 
considers a comprehensive set of potential terrorist targets, weapons (including 
conventional and weapons of mass destruction), and the resulting modeled insured losses.  
 
AIR’s analysis is presented below on an average commercial property loss-per- insurable-
dollar basis for the counties surrounding Washington, D.C. At this level we see that the 
District of Columbia has the highest risk followed by the Baltimore City area and then 
the immediately surrounding counties of northern Virginia and Maryland. Counties to the 
west of Interstate 81, southwest of Richmond, and east of Richmond have the lowest risk 
value. 
 

 
Relative Risk of Commercial Property Loss to Terrorism by County 
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AIR’s Terrorism Loss Estimation Model, employed by the insurance industry since 2002 
for portfolio management and underwriting, is also used by property owners to assess 
terrorism risk and determine the impact of security measures on potential insured losses. 
The model provides a detailed assessment based on millions of possible events across the 
United States. 
 
This information is also available through AIR consulting services for individual ZIP 
Codes and for individual locations. This more finely reflects the risk of proximity to 
potential terrorism events. Also, AIR provides loss estimates for a wide range of terrorist 
attack types and locations chosen for analysis (deterministic loss analysis). 
 
The terrorism risk estimates presented above are based on modeled results of the 
potential losses that may occur in the event of such attacks; they are not factual and do 
not predict future events. Actual loss experience can differ materially. They are intended 
to function as one of several tools for use in analyzing potential losses from terrorist 
attack. The assumptions that AIR used in creating them may not constitute the exclusive 
set of reasonable assumptions and methodologies. The use of alternative assumptions and 
methodologies could yield materially different results. 
 
About AIR Worldwide Corporation 

AIR Worldwide Corporation is a leading risk modeling company helping clients manage 
the financial impact of catastrophes and weather. Utilizing the latest science and 
technology, AIR models natural catastrophes in more than 40 countries and the risk from 
terrorism in the United States. Other areas of expertise include site-specific seismic 
engineering analysis, catastrophe bonds, and property replacement cost valuation. 
Founded in 1987, AIR offers its insurance, reinsurance, corporate and government clients 
a complete line of risk modeling software and consulting services that produce consistent 
and reliable results. Headquartered in Boston, AIR has additional offices in North 
America, Europe and Asia. For more information, please visit www.air-worldwide.com. 
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Alternative Routes to CSXT Existing and Proposed Routes for Mt Holly, NC -- Claymont, DE 

 

 dark red line = existing route used by CXST from Mt Holly, NC -- Claymont, DE (through Washington, DC).   

     dark blue line = alternative route claimed by CSXT to be only feasible route for avoiding Washington, DC. 

     bright green line = Norfolk Southern Route, I-81 Corridor (alternative with lower population exposure) 

     violet line = Eastern Shore route  (alternative with lower population exposure). 

Current CSXT Route 

CSXT Suggestion 
Partly CSXT (low risk) 

Mostly CSXT (low risk) 

NS/CR Alternative (low risk) 
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Alternative Routes to CSXT Existing and Proposed Routes for Galmish, WV -- Bayonne, NJ 

 

 

dark red line = existing route used by CXST from Galmish, WV -- Bayonne, NJ (through Washington, DC). 

dark blue = alternative route claimed by CSXT to be only feasible route for avoiding Washington, DC. 

bright green = alternative with lower population exposure. 

 

 

 

 

Current CSXT Route 

CSXT Suggestion 

CSXT/CR Alternative (low risk) 






























